
70   • Productivity, Strategy, Profitability

LUXURY LIFESTYLE
Johnston & Daniel Brokerage 

Niagara-on-the-Lake:  
A Historic Gem in Ontario
Nestled at the mouth of the Niagara River, just a short distance from the United States border, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, is a town steeped in history and natural beauty. Known for its 
charming atmosphere, picturesque landscapes, and vibrant arts and culture scene, this quaint 
town is a popular destination for both tourists and those seeking a serene retreat.
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iagara-on-the-Lake holds a special place 
in Canadian history, having been the 
first capital of Canada. The town’s 
strategic location along the Niagara 

River played a vital role in both trade and military 
operations during the 18th and 19th centuries, 
particularly during the War of 1812. One of the 
most significant events in the town’s history was 
the Battle of Queenston Heights, fought just 
outside of Niagara-on-the-Lake. This was pivotal 
in Canada’s struggle for independence from 
American forces. The hero of the battle, Major 
General Sir Isaac Brock, was killed in action and 
is commemorated at Brock’s Monument, which 
overlooks the Niagara River.

Today, Niagara-on-the-Lake is world-renowned 
for its wine production. The region’s unique climate, 
with warm summers and cool lake breezes, provides 
the perfect conditions for growing grapes. The area 
is home to more than forty wineries, producing 
a variety of wines, particularly known for their 
ice wine, a sweet dessert wine made from grapes 
frozen on the vine. Many of the wineries offer 
tours and tastings, allowing visitors to experience 
the craftsmanship behind some of Canada’s finest 
wines. Some of the most popular wineries in the 
area include Peller Estates, Inniskillin, and Jackson-
Triggs, which not only offer premium wines but 
also host events like harvest festivals, culinary 
experiences, and live music.

For those who enjoy outdoor activities, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake offers a range of recreational 
opportunities, especially in the realm of golf. The 
town boasts several top-rated golf courses, such as 
Whirlpool Golf Course, Legends on the Niagara 
Golf Course, Thundering Waters Golf Club, 
and the 9-hole course at Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Golf Club, which is one of the oldest golf courses 
in North America, dating back to 1875. Biking is 

also a popular activity; the even and scenic roads 
throughout the region are ideal. The town’s mild 
climate, beautiful scenery, and proximity to Lake 
Ontario make it an ideal destination for outdoor 
enthusiasts.

Niagara-on-the-Lake is also known for its 
thriving food scene, particularly its farm-to-table 
restaurants. With an abundance of local produce, 
meats, and cheeses available from nearby farms, many 
of the town’s restaurants emphasise fresh, locally-
sourced ingredients. Visitors can enjoy a diverse 
range of dining options, from casual eateries to fine 
dining establishments like the acclaimed Treadwell 
Cuisine, Two Sisters, and Big Head Wineries.

One of the town’s crown jewels is the Shaw 
Festival, a renowned annual theatre festival dedicated 
to the works of George Bernard Shaw and his 
contemporaries. The festival began in 1962, when 
a small group of theatre lovers sought to bring Shaw’s 
plays to the Canadian stage. Since then, it has grown 
into one of the largest repertory theatre festivals in 
North America, attracting thousands of visitors each 
year. The festival is held at several venues, including 

the Festival Theatre, which has been a central hub 
for the performing arts in the town.

The town’s scenic beauty, combined with its 
rich history, excellent healthcare facilities, and laid-
back atmosphere, has made Niagara-on-the-Lake 
a sought-after retirement community. With its 
tree-lined streets, historic buildings, and views of 
the Niagara River, it is easy to see why many choose 
to settle here. The proximity to Toronto, just an hour 
and a half drive away, also makes it an appealing 
option for those seeking a slower pace of life but with 
easy access to urban amenities. As well, being near 
the border fosters a thriving tourism environment. 
With its combination of history, natural beauty, and 
modern attractions, Niagara-on-the-Lake offers 
something for everyone. Whether you’re drawn 
to its historic sites, world-class wineries, vibrant 
arts scene, or simply its picturesque surroundings, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake remains one of Ontario’s most 
beloved destinations.   EG
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